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SEED EVALUATOR AS IRB FOR PUBLIC INTEREST ARCHITECTURE STUDIOS

Using a standard IRB process 
involves multiple steps that ensure 

the ethical treatment of 
communities studied. by requiring 

the “informed consent” of all 
participants. Yet these steps are 

time-consuming and reduce the 
students’ and faculty members’ 

ability to perform thorough 
research, explore multiple 

schemes, and develop precise 
implementation strategies. 

Using the SEED evaluator to 
standardize the IRB process for 
studio projects eliminates the 
time-consuming process of 
applying for approval and allows 
for more time for 
communication with and 
feedback from the community 
prior to design and 
implementation of a proposal. 

Working without an IRB risks  the 
use of unveatted and unrigorous 
research techniques and 
inadvertently unethical behavior, 
including the imposition of values 
and objects without the consent 
of a community, which can result 
in disatisfaction, resentment or 
other strain on the relationship of a 
community and the students, 
instructors, and/or university 
responsible for the project.

THE SEED EVALUATOR 
ENCOURAGES A MULTI-PHASED 

PROCESS OF UNDERSTANDING A 
COMMUNITY’S NEEDS AND 

VALUES THROUGH MEETINGS, 
CHARETTES, RESPONSES, AND 

FINALLY, IMPLEMENTATION  AND 
USER EVALUATION. 
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SEED EVALUATOR 

THE SEED EVALUATOR IS A TOOL 
“FOR DESIGNERS, PROJECT DE-
VELOPERS, COMMUNITY LEAD-
ERS AND OTHERS WHO DESIRE A 
COMMON STANDARD TO GUIDE, 
MEASURE, EVALUATE AMD CER-
TIFY THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, 
AND EVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF 
DESIGN PROJECTS.”
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